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Co-operative Economies
If we are to speak of co-operative economics, we 

must mean an economic theory which repudiates both 
these tenets of capitalistic economics, the belief in 
individualism and the belief in profit-making. We 
must admit that it is impossible to get out of all the 
difficulties by creating new institutions to control cap
italism. Our approach to economic questions must be 
based on the belief that a study of communal interests 
is necessary, and that the reconciliation of producer and 
consumer interests means eliminating the profit-making 
motive.—Doreen Warriner, B.A., Ph.D.
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The Australian banks have re
duced interest rates on loans to 
five per cent, as from July 1st.

The only defence is in offence 
which means that you have to kill 
women and children more quickly 
than the enemy if you want to 
save yourselves.

— Rt. Hon. S tan ley  Baldw in.

Cocoa growing countries are to 
meet in conference in London 
next November when an effort 
will be made to create a world 
pool to provide for an agreed upon 
distribution and probably price 
for each producing area.

Shipments of livestock from 
Western to Eastern Canada for 
the first five months of this year 
included 36,755 cattle; 219 calves; 
105,258 hogs; and 44,398 sheep, 
showing an increase of 16,843 
cattle; 187 calves, and 11,091 
sheep, and a decrease of 44,041 
hogs compared with the first five 
months of last year.

Democracy has no more persist
ent or insidious foe than the 
money power.

—Lord Bryce.

The value of Australia’s wool 
production during the ten years 
ending June 30 exceeded the value 
of the country’s gold production 
since 1851 by approximately 
$150,000,000. The value of the 
ten years’ wool clip was $3,385,- 
000,000.

A monopoly for the handling 
of grain has been established in 
Czechoslovakia in the form of a 
company operating under govern
ment supervision. The company 
has the sole right to buy wheat 
and other grains from the farmers 
and to import or export grain. 
Prices will be fixed by the gov
ernment. The purpose of the 
monopoly is to prevent specula
tion and exploitation which are 
threatened on account of the crop 
failure from drought.

Great Britain will build 492 
fighting airplanes in the next five 
years at a cost of $ 100 ,000,000.

Far too much farming is done 
by bank managers—we are far 
too much under the thumb of 
those from whom we borrow 
money.

R t. Hon. W a lte r  E llio tt.

Prices to milk producers at 
country receiving stations within 
a 70-mile zone of Chicago have 
been increased from $2.00  to $2.25 
per 100 pounds or 4.8 cents per 
quart, as from July 1st. This ap
pears to be a special rate to meet 
an emergency situation and its 
effect is to receive special ob
servance and particularly upon 
the manufactured milk markets 
adjacent to Chicago.

The British government is sett
ing aside $10 ,000,000 as a subsidy 
to tramp steamers. A t the same 
time it is doing its best to re
duce the cargoes of these steam
ers into England. I t ’s a great 
system !

THE CO-OP LIBR AR Y IS A 
BLESSING

I want to say, on behalf of my 
wife, children and myself, that 
jrour library has been a blessing 
to us. We have (without spend
ing a cent) visited the countries 
of the world, from Arctic to 
Antarctic; from Yucatan to 
K orea; across A frica; through the 
vineyards of France and Italy; 
through the deserts of Asia and 
Australia—we have lost ourselves 
in the exploration of strange 
lands and peoples and in so do
ing forgot for a time our own cir
cumscribed little orbits and our 
narrow outlook.

W ithout your books on sci
ence, history, sociology, finance, 
etc., a whole realm of facts and 
ideas would have remained closed 
to us. He who has to depend on 
the newspapers for his education 
in these changing times is in a 
sore plight indeed. Sincerely 
yours,

JA K E  H EESA K ER, 
Million, Manitoba.

(Thanks, Jake. Now who else 
will speak up and tell the 26.00Q 
co-operators who get the Co- 
operator how much pleasure and 
intellectual satisfaction they have 
got from the Co-op library.— 
Editor).

The German Minister of Trade 
has issued a decree, banning the 
opening of new mail-order busi
nesses for textiles, the extension 
of premises at present used for 
packing and despatch, or the op
ening of fresh premises by firms 
in this line of business. I t  is 
stated that turnover of certain 
mail-order firms has been so 
greatly increased by propaganda 
during recent years that steps 
must be taken to prevent the dis
location of the ordinar}r retail tex
tile business.

The Roumanian government 
has decided upon further restric
tion of imports. Quotas during 
the coming half-year are to be re
duced by 20 per cent, compared 
with last year’s totals, except in 
the case of Germany, Czechoslov
akia, Poland and Great Britain. 
The first three of these countries 
will have to trade by compensa
tion, that is, importers of goods 
from those countries will have 
either to export to them goods to 
the same value or arrange for 
such exports. The quota for 
Great Britain is to be reduced by 
40 per cent.

A new trade treaty between 
Germany and Yugoslavia was 
sig'iied on 1st May with the 
object of reviving trade be
tween the two countries, which 
has declined considerably since 
1930. Each country agreed to 
give consideration to the other’s 
interests when issuing import or 
export prohibitions. Yugoslavia 
is allowed special tariffs and 
concessions for agricultural ex
ports (e.g. an 8,000 ton quota for 
prunes) and Germany is allowed 
similar  ̂advantages, mainly for 
industrial products. Provision is 
made for the establishment of a 
Government Committee in each 
country to control their mutual 
trade, and also of a special joint 
committee for agricultural ques
tions.



DOMINION M ARKETING  
BOARD APPOINTED

The personnel of the Dominion 
Marketing Board, appointed by 
the Federal government under the 
Natural Products Marketing* Act 
is as follows: Dr. Horace Barton, 
deputy minister of Agri'culture 
and chairman of the Board; Dr. 
J. F. Booth, head of the economic 
branch of department of agricul
ture; Dr. A. K. Eaton, of depart
ment of finance; Clive B. David
son, of bureau of statistics, and 
A. Gosselin, of the department o f ‘ 
agriculture. All the members of 
the board have had distinguished 
university careers.

I t  was made clear by Hon. Rob
ert Weir, minister of agriculture, 
under whose supervision the 
board will operate that it will not 
do the actual buying or selling 
for the producers. The board 
to do that will be selected by the 
producers themselves.

The functions of the present 
board is to investigate schemes 
submitted to it by producers and 
make its recommendation to the 
minister who in turn will bring 
the proposal before the cabinet. 
The first scheme will be tha t for 
the export of apples. The scheme 
has already been formulated with 
Nova Scotia, British Columbia 
and possibly Ontario co-operat
ing.

Dr. Barton, who heads the cent
ral board, was dean of the faculty 
of agriculture of MacDonald col
lege, McGill university, when he 
was appointed deputy minister of 
agriculture. H e is a graduate of 
Toronto university and Guelph 
Agricultural college.

Dr. Booth graduated from the 
universities of Saskatchewan and 
Manitoba, took a post graduate 
course in Cornell university where 
he later taught economics. He 
became senior agricultural econ
omist of the bureau of economics 
in W ashington, coming from 
there to Ottawa to head the econ
omics branch in the department of 
agriculture.

Dr. A. K. Eaton comes from 
the Maritimes. He graduated from 
the London School of Economics 
and later from Harvard.

A. Gosselin is a graduate of 
Laval university of Oka Agricul
tural college and a keen econom- 
ist. *

Clive Davidson is regarded by 
many as one of the most brilliant 
men in agricultural statistics to be

found anywhere. His fame ex
tends among the statisticians of 
the continent, in fact of the world. 
Before joining the Dominion Bu
reau of Statistics he was assist
ant statistician for the Central 
Selling Agency of the Canadian 
W heat Pools.

THE DOMINION DEBT 
ADJUSTM ENT  
LEGISLATION

I t  has been announced at O t
tawa that the debt adjustment 
legislation passed by the Domin
ion parliament will be brought 
into effect about August 20 and it 
is probable that the first proceed
ings under it will be in the mid
dle west provinces where the re
lief it provides seems to be most 
sorely needed.

M. A. MacPherson, former at- 
torney-general for Saskatchewan 
has spent some time in Ottawa 
preparing regulations under the 
Act and shaping them to meet 
western conditions, but he will 
not be a permanent official con
nected with the administration of 
the Act.

The outline of the Act, given 
in the June issue of The Co-op
erator, has not been altered by 
reason of any amendment as the 
legislation went through parlia
ment. The Act provides for the 
appointment of official receivers 
at appropriate rural points and 
to him a farmer must go who 
wishes to get financial relief 
either by voluntary compromise 
with his creditors, bankruptcy 
proceedings or the specific aid of 
the board of review by way of 
enforcement of a debt adjust
ment plan. W hen these local 
officials have been appointed the 
farmer may either seek the aid of 
the official in drafting a debt ad
justm ent plan or he may submit 
a plan which the “ official will 
place before his creditors. That 
is the important thing about the 
legislation for the debtor who 
will seek relief to note.

CONTROLLED MARKETING  
FOR B.C. FRUIT

Representatives of the British 
Columbia fruit growers were at 
Ottawa last week with a market
ing scheme prepared under the 
provisions of the Natural Prod
ucts Marketing Act for the mar
keting of apples. The scheme will 
be among the first to be consid
ered by the newly appointed 
Dominion Marketing Board.

The scheme, it is understood, 
does not set up any actual mar
keting body but a board which 
will regulate the marketing of 
fru it; it will function something 
after the manner of the Commit
tee of Direction which controlled 
the marketing of B.C. fruit from 
1927 to 1930, when the legislation 
under which the Committee was 
set up was declared unconstitu
tional by the Privy Council. The 
board, however, cannot be given 
the power to fix prices (as the 
Committee did) )but it can be 
given the power to provide for 
pooling returns to the growers 
and so may fix the amount which 
all shippers must pay into the 
pool. In other words, while it 
Qiay not fix market prices which 
the consumer must pay it can 
compel all shippers to pay a cer
tain amount into the pool, and 
so fix the return to the grow
ers. The payment into the Pool 
will in fact prevent shippers cut
ting prices.

In a series of well attended 
meeting's held throughout the Ok
anagan Valle}'-, the growers voted 
overwhelmingly in favor of con
trolled and regulated marketing 
of their fruit. The Dominion 
Board will have to decide wheth
er such informal vote is enough 
or a formal vote on the scheme 
has to be taken. I t  is thought 
that the backing the proposed 
scheme has already received — 
about 85 per cent of-the growers 
—will satisfy the Board.

Attention has again been drawn 
by the. Live Stock and Meat Trade 
Review, published by the Domi
nion Department of Agriculture, 
to the evil of overloading the 
Monday livestock market. Such 
action is a direct snub to the law 
of supply and demand, and not 
among its least evils is that it 
largely affects cattle of a value 
least able to support marketing 
costs, adding further costs to the 
carryover.

— D om inion D ept, of A gricu ltu re .
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Help for Those Who Need It

How can we help those farm
ers who by force of circumstances
of five years’ drought, of drifting 
soil, heat, and grasshoppers, have 
been compelled to move out? In 
most cases they have gone to 
other parts of this Province to 
again make a start in building a 
home on the land. We have 
written to the Secretaries of 22 
Associations, asking them to give 
us the names of those who have 
moved out of their districts, and 
their destinations. When we hear 
from them we will write the Sec
retaries of the Associations in 
the cases of those who have mov
ed into Pool Elevator districts, 
asking that they bring their nam
es to the attention of their Board 
and other members, that a person
al contact be made with the new
comers, and render such neigh
bourly help as to make them feel 
welcome in their new homes. In 
the meantime, until we secure 
these lists of names, we ask our 
members to afford their new 
neighbours such assistance as 
their time and capacity will per
mit. Further, the Manitoba Co- 
operator will give space in which 
the farmers of the drought area 
may advertise without charge 
their desire to buy or sell land, 
machinery or farm commodities, 
or to sell horses and cattle ; in fact 
make it their market place tor 
practically anything they have to 
sell or want to buy. Also, we 
will be glad to provide a sort of 
free information bureau for the 
exchange of particulars as to land 
for sale or to rent. There are 
farmers in the more productive 
areas who would like to rent the 
whole or part of their lands and 
there are many migrants from the 
Southwest who are looking for 
places on which they can start 
over again ; farmers of many years 
experience, and the best type of 
settler.

If you have any other sugges
tions as to how we might help,

send them in, for remember, the 
purpose of this co-operative or
ganization is fundamentally ser
vice-giving rather than money 
making.

POOL FINAL PAYMENT

Cheques, together with a state
ment covering the final payment 
on the Voluntary Pool, 1933-34, 
were mailed to the shippers at the 
end of July. This payment brings 
the gross final Pool price to 
69.011c per bush, basis 1 Northern 
Fort William, Initial and Inter
im Payments of 35c. and 15c. re
spectively having been made ear
lier. Deducting the sales and op
erating expenses of 2.483c. per 
bushel, establishes a net price of 
66.528c. basis 1 Northern, Fort 
William. The lc. per bushel sell
ing commission and the carrying 
and storage charges on actual pool 
grain held to secure the average of 
premiums obtainable, account for 
2.25c of the total expense of 2.483c. 
Complete information showing 
how the operating costs are made 
up will as usual be given in the 
Annual Financial Statement of 
Manitoba Pool Elevators Limit
ed.

The policy of spreading sales 
has been followed throughout the 
selling season but inability to 
even make an approximate gue^s 
as to the total amount which 
would finally be delivered to the 
Voluntary Pool imposed a severe 
handicap. Hence, it has been im
possible to correctly estimate the 
number of bushels which should 
have been sold in each month. At 
the same time our final net price 
compares favorably with the open 
market average when carrying 
charges are taken into considera
tion.

Voluntary Pool for Next Year
A voluntary wheat pool will 

again be operated for the season 
1934-35, following the same

course as in preceding years. 
I t  will be left entirely to 
the wish of the grower whether 
he delivers any part or the whole 
of his wheat crop to the voluntary 
pool. In the meantime the initial 
payment of deliveries to the 1934- 
1935 pool has been set a t 35c. per 
bushel, basis 1 Northern Fort 
William. If an increase is de
cided upon, adjustment will im
mediately be made to all contrib
utors.

W ORLD W H E AT  
SITUATION

Estimates of the world wheat 
production for 1934-35 (exclusive 
of Russia and China) put the total 
at about 400,000,000 bushels less 
than last year, the decrease being 
mainly in the United States and 
in practically all European coun
tries with the exception of Spain 
which has a much larger crop than 
last year.

Europe in 1931-32 had a crop of 
72 million bushels above that of 
1930-31; the next year, 1932-33, 
was 65 millions above 1931-32, 
and 1933-34 was 200 million bush
els above 1932-33. The present 
crop will be about 60 millions less 
than 1930, which was the smallest 
crop in the six years, 1928-33. De
spite the decrease in world pro
duction there is not the slightest 
sign of a shortage, in fact the 
world preparation for production 
is still ahead of the requirements, 
hence the attention the Interna
tional W heat Committee is giving 
to acreage.

The estimate of the Dominion 
Bureau of Statistics for the prairie 
provinces makes the wheat crop of 
Manitoba slightly below that of 
last year, Saskatchewan slightly 
above that of last year, and Al
berta about 17 per cent, above 
last year. Alberta thus helps mat
erially to bring up the average for 
the west. For all Canada the 
improvement over last year is 
about 6 per cent. The total wheat 
crop, however, is only 63‘per cent, 
of the ten year average. In Mani
toba it is 68 per cent., in Sas
katchewan 53 per cent, and in 
Alberta 78 per cent. In  Manitoba



the coarse grain crop makes a 
much worse comparative showing 
than wheat.

In  view of the talk about acre
age reduction it is interesting to 
note the comparative acreage un
der wheat, remembering at the 
same time the number that were 
forced to cut acreage because of 
their special circumstances: Mani
toba, 2,533,000, against 2,536,000 
last year; Saskatchewan, 13,262,-
000 against 14,743,000; Alberta,
7,501,000, against 7,989,000.

The Dominion Bureau of Stat
istics thus sums up the situation 
at July 31:

1 . World trade in wheat dur
ing 1933-34 will not come up to 
the estimates made at the com
mencement of the cereal year. 
W orld shipments of wheat for the 
year ending July 31, 1934, will 
amount to about 525 million bush
els. (The estimate of the In
ternational W heat Committee was 
560 million bushels).

2. The United States has had 
to use accumulated stocks for do
mestic requirements and for ex
port with the result that the 
United States carryover on June 
30 will be about 120  million bush
els lower than a year ago.

3. The Canadian carryover 
on July 31, 1934 will be slightly 
lower than a year previous.

4. The Argentine surplus on 
July 31, 1934, will likely be some
w hat larger than on July 31, 1933. 
while the Australian carryover 
will likely be about the same as a 
year ago or perhaps a little small
er.

5. The European carryover 
wili be substantially larger than 
on July 31, 1933.

6 . The world carryover of 
wheat will be only slightly lower 
on July 31, 1934, as compared 
with a year previous. There will, 
however, be this basic difference 
—the volume of the 1934 wond 
carryover on July 31, 1934, avail
able for export will be consider
ably smaller than a year ago.

RESOLUTIONS FOR THE 
ANNUAL MEETING

The Annual Meeting of Mani
toba Pool Elevators Limited will 
take place in Winnipeg on Octo
ber 17th. Official notice thereof 
will be given in the next issue 
of the Manitoba Co-operator. All 
the resolutions which we receive 
from the locals prior to Septem
ber 25th will be copied and put to
gether and sent out to each  ̂of 
the locals for their consideration

prior to the Annual Meeting. Any 
resolutions received here after 
September 25th will go direct to 
the meeting of delegates without 
being [first submitted to each 
of the locals, for there would not 
be time to assemble them and al
low an opportunity of calling 
meetings of the Associations if a 
later date was adopted.

POOL MEN APPOINTED TO 
GRAIN STANDARDS BOARD

Members will no doubt be 
pleased to know that Mr. Bredt 
and Mr. Quick were appointed to 
represent Manitoba growers on 
the W estern Grain Standards 
Committee. Both of these men 
have had a wide administrative 
experience in the problems related 
to grain marketing, and we know 
that the interests of the farmers 
will be ably and adequately repre
sented.

GERMANY SETS UP GRAIN  
MARKETING MONOPOLY
For the new cereal year, which 

begins in July far-reaching regu
lations, covering the prices and 
quantities of cereals placed on 
the market, have been issued by 
the German government. A 
national institution is to be es
tablished for the grain trade with 
nine affiliated unions, and these 
will embrace everyone engaged in 
the production, preparation and 
distribution of cereals and their 
manufacture into bread. This or
ganization will control the whole 
of the corn trade after 1st Nov
ember, 1934, and until then a 
transitional arrangement will be 
in force. All farmers cultivating 
over 5 hectares (roughly 12  
acres) of land will have to place 
a certain proportion . of their 
crop on the market before 31st 
October. After that the amount 
that may be sold will be regulated 
by the Grain Institution in ac
cordance with current needs for 
human consumption. In order 
that the consumers may not suf
fer unduly from the poor harvest, 
the prices paid to farmers will be 
only slightly higher than last 
year. The import of foreign 
wheat will only be allowed where 
exchange certificates can be 
shown, proving that German 
wheat was exported in the pre
ceding cereal year. Foreign 
cereals to this amount will then 
be admitted at reduced tariffs. 
The same applies to cereals for 
fodder.

—I. C. A. News.

W H AT THE LOCALS ARE  
DOING

Seventy-eight meetings of the 
Elevator Associations were held 
in the month of July. Of these 2 
were shareholders’ meetings, the 
others being, of course, meetings 
of the local boards. Quite a 
variety of subjects were consider
ed covering, for instance, the op
eration of the elevators for the 
coming crop year, improvement of 
its grounds, installation of further 
or new equipment, erection of ag
ents’ dwellings, increasing the 
patronage, crop conditions and the 
feed situation, two broadcasts, one 
on the Press and the Pools and 
another on the need for a national 
agricultural policy for the drought 
area, etc.

Naturally at meetings in July, 
being at the end of the crop year, 
chief consideration was given to 
the engagement of an operator 
for the new season. 37 of the 
Boards took up this matter and 
in most cases recommended the 
re-engagement of the present 
agent.

Many associations keep their 
eyes front to increase business 
and 24 of them passed resolutions 
accepting new members. Beth
any added 15 and Elphinstone 14. 
At 10 meetings they considered 
crop conditions and the feed situ
ation and in some cases the pur
chase of feed grains to meet the 
requirements of the members be
sides these, 5 associations took up 
the question of keeping the house 
in operation. W e may add here 
that 14 houses in the southwest 
will be closed because of absolute 
crop failure, some others in dis
tricts of very poor crops will be 
open for only a part of the season.

Eight locals discussed the 
twine, coal and flour needs of 
their members and patrons; seven 
recommended improvements such 
as grading the approach to the 
elevator, painting the buildings, 
fencing, and fixing the g rounds; 
then there were meetings to con
sider repairs to the buildings, in
stallation of new cleaners, to talk 
over the financial progress of the 
Association with the Provincial 
Director and means of increasing 
the patronage, besides which at 
eight meetings they read and dis
cussed broadcasts relating to the 
immediate problems of the farm- 
ars.

Agricultural Rehabilitation
Cartwright passed a resolution 

with regard to soil preservation in 
(T urn  to page 14)
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TH E  VALUE OF ORGANIZATION
Last month we recorded the first application 

of the “injunction” (so frequently used against 
labor organizations in the United States) to farm
ers organizing to resist foreclosure sales. This 
was in South Dakota and steps were immediately 
taken to fight it. The farmers won; the court re
fused to uphold the injunction. More than that; 
after the injunction case had been won by the 
farmers seventeen farmers charged with violating 
the “injunction” were declared not guilty by a 
jury. I t  does pay to be organized.

TH E ECONOM IC W EA K N ESS  OF THE 
FA R M ER S

The Tenth International Dairy Congress which 
met at Rome last May looked with almost despair
ing eyes upon the hopelessly unorganized condition 
of agriculture throughout the world and agreed un
animously that if only the farmers of the world 
would get themselves organized and introduce some 
system and control and regulation into the market
ing of their products it would be no very difficult 
task to get a similar kind of order into their interna
tional economic relations.

This need for agricultural organization was 
also vocally recognized at the recent Congress of the 
European Agricultural Commission, the chairman 
of that meeting stressing particularly the grave need 
not only for orderly marketing but orderly produc
tion. The International Wheat Committee also 
realizes that it would be much easier to introduce 
order and stability into the world trade if the 
producers in every exporting country were properly 
organized for marketing purposes.

These ideas of organized, controlled and plann
ed production and distribution run directly counter 
to those which have led to the development of 
agriculture in all the newer countries and which in a 
far greater degree than in industry have been and 
in the main still are the economic driving force in 
agriculture. A home and economic independence 
provided the lure for the millions who left Europe 
for this continent and economic independence for 
them meant the right to produce and to sell as one 
liked.

Today we all too keenly recognize that econ
omic independence is not the simple thing it seems 
to be and that with millions of independently pro
ducing and independently marketing producers the 
result may be sheer economic anarchy in which 
the weaker element, the unorganized producer, is 
easily driven to the wall.

Manufacturing industry very early realized 
that there was more to be made by system, order and 
organization than by unrestricted cutthroat com
petition and in most countries just prior to the war

one of the uppermost questions was how to prevent 
organized industry exploiting the consumer. _ It 
didn’t occur to anybody to ask how the unorganized 
producer could be saved from exploitation by the 
consumer. Today practically every country is 
faced by both questions and the only answer seems 
to be such economic organization as will co-ordinate 
production and demand. I t  is in that direction 
that most countries are travelling and it explains 
the great activity in all agricultural countries in 
the organization of agricultural marketing.

The Dominion Natural Products Marketing 
Act with the complementary and supporting pro
vincial acts is Canada’s reaction to a world-wide 
situation. Whether we like it or not our competitors 
are organizing to hold their own in the world’s mar
kets and our customers are organizing to prevent 
us from getting too big a hold on their markets. W e 
are being compelled to organize our agricultural 
marketing not only that we may sell our products 
in competition with similarly organized producers 
but also that we may by negotiation get a chance 
to compete. I t  is going to be harder to get a 
chance to compete than actually to compete.

The British market, for example, is being stead
ily restricted for our eggs, poultry, dairy products, 
cattle and meat, and all for the purpose of enlarg
ing the market for the domestic producers. It 
might seem that a change of government would 
bring a change of policy but the only alternative to 
a Conservative government in Great Britain is a 
Labor one and the Labor party has just published 
its program, which includes an extension of organ
ized marketing and the setting up of import boards 
with a monopoly of all food imports. Obviously 
the situation is not going to be changed by a change 
in the British government.

I t  is supremely imperative that steps be taken 
in Canada to enable Canadian agriculture to meet 
these changing world conditions. The Canadian 
farmer may not like to abandon old practices and 
adapt himself to the new state of things, but he has 
to choose between making that change and making 
it thoroughly and efficiently, and taking a lower 
standard of living. He may keep the system of 
freely cutting the economic throat of his neighbor 
and getting his own cut in the process, or he may 
save his economic life by a system of thorough
going co-operation within a legal frame provided 
by legislation. The Natural Products Marketing 
Act is such a frame. I t is of little use unless the 
farmers decide to build within it, and most decid
edly national marketing organization is the neces
sary preliminary to any effective international hand
ling of the marketing of agricultural products. Can
adian farmers have the opportunity now to build a 
marketing system which will give them some or 
even full control of the distribution of the product 
of their labor. I t ’s up to them.

TH E W HEAT S ITU AT IO N
The severe drought on this continent and in 

Europe has eaten heavily into world production of 
wheat and it is now estimated that the world wheat 
crop will be somewhere in the neighborhood of four 
hundred million bushels below tha t of last year.

On the face of it that looks bad. Only three 
times in the last thirty-five years has there been 
such a tremendous drop between one crop and the



next, the most notable being between the crop of 
1915 and 1916, the drop in tha t case being 760 million 
bushels. The actual situation, however, is not bad. 
The world has considerably more wheat on hand 
than it has ever had when faced with such a drop in 
production and we may even yet see at least one 
country getting rid of its surplus of wheat by the 
subsidising of exports. From  1921 onwards the 
world crop (excluding Russia and China) has al
ways been above three billion bushels, and if we di
vide this period into two we find in the first period, 
1921-26, an average world crop of 3,300,000,000 bush
els and in the second period 1927-33, an average of
3,760,000,000 bushels. I t  i s , however, in this
second period that the depressing wheat surplus 
was accumulated, demonstrating beyond a shadow 
of doubt tha t production had outstripped effective 
demand.

The crop this year will be approximately equal 
to the 1921-26 average and possibly somewhat below 
actual consumptive demand, but surplus stocks are 
far above the difference and consequently there is

not even an approach to scarcity in supply.
The difference, moreover, is not due to any 

effort to bring production into line with demand 
but to circumstances entirely unforeseen and beyond 
human control. If the acreage under wheat 
throughout the world had yielded a merely average 
return the world’s surplus would have been enor
mously increased and the return to the grower 
would have reflected the overproduction. The 
International W heat Committee which reconvened 
in London a few days ago still sees the menace of 
overproduction in the acreage sown to wheat and is 
still stressing the necessity for acreage reduction in 
order to relate normal supply with normal demand 
and thus ensure a fair return to the grower and 
reasonable prices for bread. I t  is all very fine to 
point to starving millions in China or elsewhere and 
say there is no overproduction but underconsump
tion, but the supreme fact for the farmer right now 
is that he must get a remunerative price for his 
wheat or he also is forced into the category of the 
destitute.

Dr. Barton Explains The New Marketing Act
At the annual convention of the 

Canadian Society of Technical 
Agriculturists, which was also at
tended by the Canadian Seed 
Growers’ Association at MacDon
ald College, Quebec, Dr. Barton 
Deputy Minister of Agriculture, 
Ottawa, gave a lucid explanation 
of the new marketing act which is 
officially known as the Nat
al Products Marketing Act,
1934. The preamble of the 
Act reads “An Act to im
prove the methods and prac
tices of marketing of natural 
products of Canada and in export 
trade and to make further provi
sion in connection therewith.” 
The assumption clearly is tha t the 
methods followed in marketing 
are not satisfactory and tha t un
desirable practices obtain. The 
Act is, therefore, intended, said 
Dr. Barton, to provide legislation 
by means of which these methods 
and practices can be changed.

The legislation provides what 
may be called permissive powers 
which may, or may not be, exer
cised.. Until they are exercised, 
the provisions of the Act do not 
become effective as law. These 
powers are centred in the Gover- 
nor-in-Council, the Minister ad
ministering the Act, a Dominion 
Marketing Board, and local 
boards which may be created un
der the Act. All powers tha t may 
be granted by Order-in-Council 
under the Act for the administra
tion of marketing schemes will be 
vested in the Dominion Board.

These powers in turn may be de
legated to a local board, and the 
local board will become the ad
ministrative body under the gen
eral supervision of the Dominion 
Board.

Thus, the local boards, under 
the supervision of the Dominion 
Board, will enable those who pro
duce and market natural products 
to constitute control machinery 
of their own through which they 
may regulate the movement, dir
ect the sale, without power of 
buying and selling or fixing pri
ces, and to determine practices 
that shall prevail in the market
ing of such products. In other 
words, the local board can control 
the movement of the product. I t  
may deal directly with only a 
part of the product or with all of 
it. The local board may direct 
shipments in any quantity, 
through any agency, to any mar
ket at any time, or it may with
hold them, and this direction may 
have reference to different quality 
or grades of the product. The 
local board may also regulate dis
tribution and shipping practices, 
such as methods of sale, consign
ment, etc.

Powers of exemption may be 
delegated to the local boards, also 
powers of conducting a pool for 
the equalization of returns re
ceived from the sale of the regu
lated p roduct; and also powers to 
compensate any person for loss 
by withholding, by order of the 
board, any regulated product from

the market^ or through forward
ing any regulated product to a 
specified market, pursuant to any 
order of the board. Compensa
tion may also be granted for loss 
due to depreciation of the curren
cy of the country to which ship
ments were sent by order of the 
board. The local board may also 
be delegated to assist by grant or 
loan the construction or opera
tion of facilities for preserving, 
processing, storing, or condition
ing the regulated product, and to 
assist research work relating to 
the marketing of such product.

W here local boards do not ex
ist, or in cases of emergency, pro
vision is made in the Act for re
gulating the marketing in inter
provincial or export trade by the 
Dominion Marketing Board. An
other important point is the pro
vision under Order-in-Council, in 
prevailing unsettled conditions in 
trade, to regulate or restrict im
portation into Canada of any pro
duct which enters into competi
tion with a regulated Canadian 
product. Power is also given in 
the Act to prosecute persons ex
ploiting or injuring the trade or 
commerce of the regulated prod
uct. This provision is made in the 
interests of producers, marketers, 
and consumers alike. For the 
purpose of administration, for in
stance, the dissemination of in
formation, all persons engaged 
in production and marketing are 
required to register with the 
board, or, for purposes of giving 
effect to regulation plans, etc., 
to obtain a license from the board.
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R EG U LA TED  M A RK ETIN G
There appears to be an impres

sion in some quarters that the Do
minion Marketing Act passed at 
the last session of Parliament 
was a hastily prepared piece of 
legislation, put forward by the 
Ottawa authorities without any 
demand by the farmers or even 
any consideration by them. This, 
however, is far from being the 
fact, for the idea behind the Mar
keting Act (not its actual word
ing, but the principle on which it 
is based) had been before the pub
lic and received the approval of 
the members of several large co
operative marketing organizations 
more than three years before the 
Act was passed by Parliament.

As long ago as January, 1931, 
the Co-operative Marketing 
Board discussed “the formulating 
of a national policy for the mar
keting of agricultural produce,” 
and on February 6, 1931, the
members of the Board, with rep
resentatives of a number of co
operative marketing organiza
tions, prepared a memorandum on 
the subject which became a basis 
of discussion at meetings of co
operative marketing bodies 
throughout the W est and which 
was endorsed at many farmers’ 
meetings.

Collapse Foreseen 
When this memorandum was 

prepared the prices of most agri
cultural products, other than 
grain, were still at a reasonable 
level, but the danger of a general 
collapse of prices was foreseen, 
and it was suggested that a pro
duce export board should be set 
up by the Dominion Government 
to control and stimulate export 
and help to maintain domestic 
prices. The memorandum read 
in part as follows:

“During the last few years the 
production of bacon, butter and 
poultry products in Canada has 
not exceeded, and in some cases 
has been much below, domestic 
requirements. The result has 
been that prices have ranged con

siderably above the levels that 
would have obtained if there had 
been exportable surpluses to dis
pose of. Owing to the disastrous 
depression of grain prices the pro
duction of these commodities is 
now undergoing such rapid ex
pansion that during the current 
year national surpluses will be 
created with a consequent sub
stantial reduction in prices below 
those which have ruled for some 
years.

Recommendations
In order to mitigate the serious

ness of the situation with which 
the producers of these commodit
ies are faced and in order that 
mixed farming may not suffer a 
set-back at this time it is neces
sary—

1. That the quality of Canad
ian export produce be such as to 
compete successful)'- with similar 
products from other countries on 
the British market;

2. That wherever possible new 
markets for Canadian products be 
opened u p ;

3. That the flow of Canadian 
produce, particularly to the 
British market, be so regulated as 
to avoid the flood of similar pro
duce from other countries while 
at the same time the demand for 
Canadian produce is fostered and 
maintained; and

4. That the volume of export 
produce from Canada be sufficient 
to relieve the domestic market of 
the burden of surpluses in order 
that prices on the domestic mar
ket may not be unduly depressed.

To achieve these results a Pro
duce Export Board of competent 
men should be appointed with full 
power to direct and control the 
export of bacon, butter, poultry 
products and such other commod
ities as it may be deemed expedi
ent, in the national interest, to 
place under its jurisdiction. Such 
a board, working in co-operation 
with the producers and the trade, 
would have full power to deter
mine the standards of quality 

which produce should attain be

fore it would be alloAved to enter 
export channels; to regulate the 
flow of produce to export mark
ets; to adopt whatever measures 
it might deem advisable to relieve 
the domestic market of surpluses 
in order that produce prices in 
Canada would be maintained at 
reasonable levels; to seek and 
develop new markets for Canad
ian produce and generally to sup
erintend the export trade in pro
duce so that full advantage would 
be taken of outlets to British and 
other markets in the interests of 
the Canadian producer  ̂and^ for 
the encouragement of diversified 
farming.”

Legislature’s Recommendations
In 1932 the agricultural com

mittee of the Manitoba legislat
ure, as a result of a resolution 
moved by J. W. Pratt, Birtle, held 
a lengthy investigation into the 
prices of agricultural produce. 
One of the recommendations of 
this committee, which was <(con“ 
curred in by the house, was that 
the government support the estab
lishment by the federal govern
ment of a National Marketing 
Board for the purpose of securing 
fairer prices to Canadian pro
ducers, and particularly to pro
vide for a more intelligent and sat
isfactory method of marketing ex
portable surpluses.”

The House of Commons at Ot
tawa also discussed the matter 
several times in 1932. Hon. Rob
ert Weir, minister of agriculture, 
then expressed his belief in the 
necessity for an export contro 
board, but finally said it had been 
decided to postpone the introduc
tion of a bill and to a p p o in t a 
committee of experts to study t e 
question and report to the gov" 
ernment.

The Manitoba legislature re
turned to the matter i'n 1933 an 
adopted the report of a comnu 
tee which said: “Your Cornrni
tee feels that an Export Con
trol Board could work out a po icy 
which would act as a ‘shock a 

(Turn to page 14)



Co-op. Poultry Marketing
A Message from Manitoba Egg and Poultry Pool

H ead  O ffice: 402 L om bard B id s ., M ain St., W innipeg

NATIONAL MARKETING  
LEGISLATION

There shall be no material im
provement in economic condi
tions until the purchasing power 
of agriculture is re-established 
on a parity with that of other in
dustries.

During the past four years, we 
have listened to a multitude of 
public speakers, expressing their 
views regarding general condi
tions, and they have, almost with
out exception, uttered the above 
phrase, or words to that effect. 
Included in their number were 
national bankers, eminent econo
mists, manufacturers, and lead
ers in almost every branch of the 
Canadian and world industries.

Ridiculous Extremes
During the same period, we 

have recorded instances where 
farmers in the prairie provinces 
have received a net return o f :— 
14c per bushel for good milling 
wheat, 8c for barley, and 6c for 
oats, lc  per pound for good but
cher cattle, 2 c per pound for bacon 
hogs, 9c per pound for butter fat 
and 4c per dozen for eggs. Num
erous instances, due to drouth 
and other conditions over which 
the producers have no control, 
where consignments of farm pro
ducts to market have incurred a 
liability to the producer, trans
portation and selling costs being 
in excess of the price realized. 
T hat these ridiculous extremes 
should have been reached in a 
country where, with the excep
tion of wheat, there is no mater
ial surplus over that required 
for domestic consumption, forces 
every intelligent citizen to re
cognize that the present market
ing system effective, in respect 
to agricultural products, has 
failed miserably to serve effici
ently either agriculture or the ec
onomic welfare of Canada as a 
whole.

Inevitable Chaos
W e believe that the failure of 

the agricultural marketing sys
tem is due to lack of  ̂any feel
ing of moral responsibility to the 
industry and to the state, rather 
than to any material degree of in

efficiency in their methods of 
physical operation. We further 
believe, and have constantly ex
pressed the view for many years, 
that unless those engaged in ag
ricultural production familiarize 
themselves with all factors relat
ing to the production and merch
andising of their products, and 
organize themselves to the same 
degree as that of other industries, 
that it was inevitable that the 
merchandising of farm products 
would end in economic chaos, not 
only for themselves, but^ for _ a 
large percentage of Canadian cit
izens.

A New Hope
Had one-tenth of the money 

and effort been spent in Canada 
to educate and organize agricul
ture along the lines of construct
ive national marketing system, 
which has been wasted on abort
ive policies in an attempt to fos
ter the present system, to a large 
degree the present economic cha
os would have been evaded in 
spite of conditions in other sec
tions of the world.

To our present competitive 
marketing system backed by mon- 
ey power, a large section of the 
public press, and political^ influ
ence. we concede the fruits of 
victory, such as they are. Out 
of the destitution and misery cre
ated, there has, however, arisen, 
on the part of that section of ag
riculture which is organized, a 
determination to control their 
own marketing system in the fu
ture and the first step towards it 
is, the National Products Market
ing Act.

About Meetings
In the July "Co-operator” we 

listed the loading dates for live 
poultry. "We also announced 
that a series of meetings would

be held in September to organize 
new Poultry Pool locals a t 17 
points . . .  .and asked readers to 
look in this issue for definite 
dates.

The heavy volume of live poul
try—and other factors — have 
postponed the holding of the or
ganization meetings referred to 
until early in October. In the 
“Co-operator” for September, we 
will list the exact date, time and 
place of these meetings. Official 
notice of all our local annual 
meetings (with the same detailed 
information) will be given in the 
September issue.

BRITISH MEAT M ARKET TO 
BE REGULATED

The British Minister of Agri
culture recently announced that 
the government proposes to in
troduce a plan for a levy on all 
imported meat, excluding bacon 
and ham, and for a regulated mar
ket for beef. I t  is not antici
pated that the levy will exceed Id. 
per lb., with a preference for the 
Dominions.

No import duty, however, can 
be imposed on meat from the Em 
pire without the consent of the 
countries concerned, and no im
port duty on meat from Argen
tina can be imposed before Nov
ember 1936 without its consent. 
The government therefore pro
poses to introduce an interim 
measure providing for payments 
at a rate not exceeding 5 shillings 
(app. $1.25) per live cwt., to pro
ducers of certain classes of fat 
cattle between a date not earlier 
than September 1st, 1934, and 
March 31st, 1935. An advance 
not exceeding £3,000,000 ($15,-
000,000 is to be made to this 
“cattle fund” and it is proposed to 
recover this grant from the pro
ceeds of the levy, if and when this 
levy is introduced.

Considerable efforts have been 
made to persuade the Dominions 
and Argentina to agree to a vol
untary restriction of exports, but 
no success has yet been achieved. 
The Argentine government has 
also been asked to waive its treaty 
rights with regard to the intro
duction of a levy, but it has not 
yet agreed to do so. The gov
ernment could only restrict im
ports from the Argentine if it also 
restricted imports from the Do
minions, and it is apparently not 
prepared to force the Dominions 
to restrict the quantity of their 
exports to this country. The Link



Consumer Co-operation
Manitoba Co-opermtlre Wholesale. Head Office: 816 Mclntyr* Bldff., W lu lp e i

COAL — ALREADY? 100% Consumer Co-operation

I t  may seem a bit out of place, 
on these hot days, to talk about 
coal. But inquiries and orders 
are coming in from many locals 
to their Coop Wholesale office — 
and a price list went out on Aug
ust 9.

Coal prices are set for the next 
few weeks only. At this time of 
year the coal miners are doing 
“development” work — getting 
their mines ready for heavy pro-., 
duction when the orders begin 
to flood in when colder autumn 
weather announces that Old Man 
W inter is just around the cor
ner. Prices fixed for the next 
for weeks, are for this deve
lopment” coal. And this gives 
our locals an opportunity to fill 
their sheds and prepare for the 
cold weather at summer prices. 
Some of our progressive locals 
are taking advantage of this op
portunity to render a real service 
to their members. Every local 
which can possibly do so, should 
consider rendering this service to 
their members and their commuu- 
ity.

A  Big Step Ahead
Price lists have gone out to all 

locals. Your Coop Wholesale 
has, as usual, established connec
tions with reliable concerns hand
ling coal which is high-grade and 
suitable for stocking at this time. 
Local associations which built 
coal sheds have found that the in
vestment therein has increased 
their ability to serve their people. 
Locals which have acquired coal 
sheds have taken a big step ahead 
—toward the complete, adequate
ly equipped distribution organi
zation, which all true co-operators 
hope to help develop out of the 
federation of .local associations 
(and their Coop Wholesale) 
which we have so far achieved. 
Each and every local Coop which 
can add coal sheds to its equip
ment, will not only widen the 
scope of its usefulness to its mem
bers—but will also be making a 
real contribution to the develop
ment of the co-operative move
ment in Manitoba, throughout 
Canada and the world over.

An outstanding Roman who 
lived in the days of the dying 
Empire—wrote his “Meditations.” 
He was a thoughtful chap — full 
of human kindliness and philo
sophic wisdom. His “Medita
tions” have lived for centuries. 
One of the thoughts therein which 
he repeats again and again — is 
that we must go back frequently 
to first principles. That is true 
in our co-operative movement. In 
all the multiplicity of depression 
and oppression that fills the wel
ter of our daily lives — in all the 
anxieties and conflicts that dem
and our attention — it is good for 
us to retire within ourselves (so 
to speak) and review the prin
ciples on which we hope to build 
a new order — the Co-operative 
order. Getting back to our basic 
principles, thus, sends us back 
into the battle with renewed faith 
in our cause and reinforced hope 
of ultimate victoiy.
_ W hat are these basic co-opera

tive principles?

On the President’s Desk

Co-operators who have visited 
the head office of their Coop 
Wholesale at 316 McIntyre Build- 

on Main Street, Winnipeg, 
may see under the glass which 
covers the desk of the President 
and Manager, a small square of 
paper on which are printed the 
co-operative principles, as inter
preted by a Consumers Coop in 
the States^ to the south of us. 
They are listed as follows:
1. One vote per member—regard

less of the number of shares 
held.

2. Strict neutrality in all political 
and religious issues.

3. Limited rate of return on shares.
4. Goods sold at market prices to 

everyone.
5. =Net gain distributed as patron

age dividends to all patrons.
6. Patronage dividends due non

members applied toward shares.
7. Sales for cash—as nearly as pos

sible. *
8. Shares never above par.
9. Surrender of shares when mem

ber ceases to patronize.
10. 2 per cent, of net gain to an 

educational fund to further Co
operative Education.

W hether every member of each 
and every one of our local Coops 
will agree 10 0 % with these ten 
“commandments” of co-operative 
faith — we must all admit that 
strict adherence to them would 
keep us pretty  well on the track 
to success.

For Threshing
Ail'd whil'e we are renewing 

our resolve to keep up the good 
fight — until at last a new and 
better way of life develops — 
while we dwell on our pic
ture of the Co-operative Common
wealth of the future — let us re
member that the sole manner in 
which this is to be effectively 
realized is through the Coops 
which we are already building up. 
And as we turn the m atter over in 
our minds — let us be sure to 
do our part, by buying our gas
oline, lubricants and other sup
plies for threshing from our local 
Consumers Coop.

Cheap Gas
That brings _us to the report 

that some of our locals have been 
visited by salesmen who yearn 
to sell tank cars of gasoline at 
lower prices. The tariff, dump
ing duties, etc., enters into the 
sales talk — we are told.

W e remind our locals and their 
members: that one vital job you 
set up your Coop Wholesale to 
do is to make arrangements that 
will ensure you a supply of gas
oline — when you w ant it and of 
the quality you want. The deci
sion of your central Board, in 
making these arrangements each 
year, is based on all the facts. 
Whenever all the facts indicate 
an opportunity to serve our mem
bers better — you may be assured 
that opportunity will be seized.

One fact we cannot lose sight 
of — if we hope to build up any 
permanent service—is that, when
ever any interest tries to break 
our ranks, their attem pt centres 
around lower price offers.

W e suggest that Co-op locals 
stick together in their determina
tion to use the Wholesale which 
they have set up. If a local is in
terested in a low price offer —- 
and willing to take a chance on 
quality and supply—your Whole
sale is in as good a position to 
quote on U.S. gas as any com p et
itor. Our aim is to give members 
the service they want—regardless 
of the origin of the commodity.



Co-op Livestock Marketing
Manitoba Co-operative Livestock Producers, Ltd. 

Canadian Livestock Co-operative, Ltd.

SHIPMENTS AND PRICES
The volume of livestock com

ing forward to the St. Boniface 
market continues rather heavy, 
around 100 cars greater in July 
this year as compared to last 
year. The following is a state
ment showing the five high firms 
on the St. Boniface market dur
ing the month of Ju ly :

Cars. %
1st Can. Co-op ..... 188 25.9
2nd ................................  90 12.4
3rd ................................  88 12.1
4th ................................  80 11..
5th ................................  77 10.6

In the cattle division the trade
has been extremely low on prac
tically all classes of grass cattle. 
The indication is that the price 
will continue low, especially if 
rather 'large numbers of cattle 
are forced on the market from the

About Marketing
To anyone who is engaged in 

the production or marketing of 
livestock it is interesting to note 
a change in public discussion as 
it relates to the marketing of 
livestock products. I t  is not so 
many years ago since the writer 
listened to a distinguished live
stock authority make the state
ment that the method of market
ing was largely immaterial. The 
only matter in which the producer 
need interest himself was the pro

whole system of marketing live
stock has been under inspection 
by government committees and 
by the general public. Price 
spreads, marketing and transpor
tation costs, direct shipments to 
packers, etc., are every day 
phrases today.

I t  is significant that the Domi
nion Parliament has recently 
spent so much time and thought 
on marketing. The “Natural P ro 
ducts Marketing Act’ ’ provides 
for many daring changes in our 
marketing system. Being an un
tried experiment as far as Can
ada, is concerned, it is sure to re
quire a lot of adjusting before it 
fits into our business set-up.

Discussed at Meetings
At the annual meetings of both 

the Saskatchewan and Manitoba 
Associations, much considerationduction of a high quality animal.

After he had produced it, he might has been given to the submission 
sell it to the drover in his own of a “Scheme” of marketing under 
barnyard, ship* it direct to the the new Marketing Act, and at 
packer, or market it through a the recent board meeting of Can- 
co-operative selling agency on adian Livestock Co-operative 
the public market. In any event (Western) Limited, held in Win- 
he would secure a good price if nipeg the question was further

dried out areas. Any producers product
he had produced a marketable

having sufficient pasture and 
prospects for winter feed should, 
in our opinion, attem pt to retain 
their cattle at home and dry feed 
before shipping to market. This 
should be a paying proposition 
when taking into consideration 
the fact that the net returns are 
practically nil on stocker and 
feeder grass cattle. Any dry- 
fed cattle will sell a t reasonably 
strong prices. The number com
ing forward to the market is rath
er small at this time and will 
be for the next few months.

Hog Prices 
In  the hog division the price 

has worked to a slightly lower 
level. The Old Country market 
was slightly lower but has streng
thened up this last week. This 
should mean that the hog market 
will remain fully steady to pos
sibly a shade stronger.

Finish Lambs 
In the sheep and lamb division 

the price has fluctuated, going 
down to 4Yz for top lambs, but 
stronger at the present time, 5 }4  
cents being the price for top 
lambs. Our opinion is that lambs 
will sell at around five cents. 
There is practically no demand 
for feeder lambs so producers 
should endeavor to have all their 
lambs well finished before send
ing to market.

During the past two years our

studied.
A t the time of writing, the

(Turn to page 15)
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Your Best Building-----
You may be justly proud of methods and equipment you have 
built up to produce good livestock.
But . . . .  the biggest building you can do is in organizing with 
your neighbors for efficient marketing of your product.

Ship Your Livestock Co-operatively
Droves of dealers may urge that you may save money—by 
selling direct to them.
In the same way . . . .  you might have saved money (for a 
time) by not building your barn. But you would still need the 
barn.
Today, more than ever, producers need their own marketing 
organization. They are building their Co-operative to protect 
producers in the markets of the world.

Ship Your Livestock Co-operatively
Local Co-operative Shipping Associations are joined in provincial 
units; these are united thru their central sales agency—-Canadian 
Livestock Co-operative (Western) Ltd.
This Co-operative will return producers what they put into it.
It needs business . . . .  it needs men . . . .  it needs you!

Ship Your Livestock Co-operatively
Canadian Livestock Co-operative 

(Western) Limited
UNION STOCK YARDS ST. BONIFACE, MAN.



Co-operative Dairying
A  Message from Manitoba Co-operative Dairies 

Head Office: 316 McIntyre Bldg., Winnipeg, Man

MAKING MORE BUTTER
In the month of July all pro

vinces of Canada showed an in
creased production of creamer)7 
butter as compared with the prev
ious July. Storage holdings (as 
on August 1st) showed an in
crease, as compared with the year 
previous, of about 7,000,000 lbs. 
—the total in storage being given 
as 41,380,000 pounds. This year’s 
figures include about 1,625,000 
pounds reported by firms which 
did not report last year.

Apparently consumption in 
Canada is continuing on a fairly 
even basis. The increased “make” 
i’or the first seven months of this 
year is nearly identical with the 
increased storage holdings. Or- 
dinarily this heavy surplus would 
result in a rapid lowering of 
cream prices. Canadian butter 
prices are still considerably above 
export price, although the Brit
ish market has strengthened a 
little. The offsetting and uncertain 
feature however, is the prolonged 
drought which seems to be fairly 
general throughout Canada. If 
this continues much longer, it 
might afi'ect supply seriously.

A  Plan Needed
During the past few weeks 

meetings throughout Canada have 
given consideration to some plan 
of exporting our surplus butter— 
and of equitabl)- assessing to the

trade any losses on such export. 
Up to the present, no definite 
plan has been published and the 
butter marketing situation for 
the next two months is one of un
certainty.

Undoubtedly all farmers are in
terested in the announcement 
made through the papers of the 
setting up of the Marketing 
Board at Ottawa. For submis
sion to this Board, plans are be
ing prepared for a Dairy Produce 
Control Board. I t is hardly pro
bable that such a control board 
can be established in time to take 
care of the present difficulty.

A Neighbor Co-op
We are in receipt of an inter

esting report of the Thunder Bay 
Co-operative Dairy Limited, Fort 
William, Ontario; this creamery 
handles a fair share of the milk 
business of Fort William and 
Port Arthur and also distributes 
a fairly heavy volume of butter. 
I t  is entirely a farmers co-opera
tive and is handled very efficiently 
by X. C. Hansen. With a com
paratively small overhead this Co
operative Association has been 
making steady progress. I t  is 
free from indebtedness (other 
than a comparatively small am
ount to the Ontario government). 
Last year, while paying to the 
farmers for milk probably the 
heaviest price of any creamery in 
Canada, the members of this Co
op netted a profit of nearly $8000.

HOG VALU E  
FLUCTUATIONS

One of the main causes of fluc
tuation in hog values in Canada 
has been the excessive market
ings at certain seasons of the 
year, says the Handbook on the 
Hog, published by the Dominion 
Department of Agriculture. The 
production of Spring and Fall lit
ters only has become almost a 
settled policy with many breed
ers, resulting in excessive Spring 
and Fall marketings. However, 
the usual discrepancy between 
Summer and W in ter prices for 
hogs, as compared with the Spring 
and Fall prices, has had the ef
fect of inducing many farmers to 
diversify their breeding opera
tions, so that sows farrow at per
iods other than during the Spring 
and Fall months. This is tend
ing to distribute hog marketings 
very materially, but a great many 
more hog raisers could still breed 
their sows so tha t farrowing 
dates would permit of finishing 
the litters with a better chance 
of obtaining a higher average 
price.

INTERNATIONAL FARM
CONFERENCE IS CALLED

Problems of agriculture cover
ing a wide range will be discussed 
oa on international conference of 
agricultural economists to be held 
at Bad Eilsen, Germany, from 
August 26 to September 2. The 
experts will review national agri
cultural policies and planned ec
onomies as they exist or are pro
posed in various countries and as 
they are affected by the particular 
agricultural conditions of the re
spective countries; farm organiza
tion, the family farm, co-operative 
and corporation farming and their 
relation to general and rural soc
ial problems; the international 
situation and the effect on agri
culture of monetary policies, tar
iffs and the various import and 
export devices and other regula
tions which have sprung up *n 
recent years. W hether or not it is 
feasible to plan agricultural pro
duction internationally and thus 
systematically organize interna
tional commerce in agricultural 
products will also be discussed at 
this conference, which promises to 
be of considerable interest to the 
farmers of the world.A “down-East” dairy farm.



TO DISPOSE OF STOCK IN 
DROUGHT AR E AS

Plans of the provincial govern
ment for the disposal of low- 
grade cattle at prices which will 
be remunerative to farmers in the 
stricken south-west Manitoba 
area were announced by Hon. D. 
G. McKenzie, minister of agricul
ture, on August 9. Mr. McKen
zie issued the . following state
ment:

“Appreciating the grave situa
tion which now exists in south
western Manitoba, and anxious to 
render such assistance as it can 
to lessen the burdens which citi
zens in this part of the province 
are bearing as the result of con
ditions beyond their control, the 
Manitoba government is in com
munication with the Hon. R ob
ert W eir, seeking a conference im
mediately to discuss a policy 
which the Manitoba government 
has to submit.

“ I t  is proposed to assist in the 
marketing of thin, ill-bred cattle, 
whereby the processed meat will 
be exported under conditions 
which will allow the primary pro
ducer to get the maximum pos
sible return on the basis of pre
vailing prices.

“The Manitoba government 
proposes that freight charges in 
connection with the marketing of 
such cattle will be absorbed under 
a tripartite arrangement between 
the Dominion government the 
Manitoba government and the 
railways, each absorbing one- 
third of the freight charges.

“ Packing plants will be ap
proached to handle the cattle and 
process the meat a t cost.

“ I t  is believed that the removal 
of the surplus of low-grade cattle 
will not only go a long way to
ward solving the feed problen^ 
which is extremely acute, but will 
also have the effect of strengthen
ing price levels on our domestic 
market for the better class cattle 
which Manitoba farmers have to 
offer, thereby benefitting the 
farmers of the province as a 
whole.

Moving Cattle Costly
“The shipment of feed into the 

drought area to feed low grade 
( cattle under prevailing cattle 

prices is an economic w aste ; is 
of no advantage to the cattle own
er, and is an avoidable burden on 
governmental and municipal in
stitutions supplying the feed. This 
is a national problem and in ask

ing the Dominion government 
and the railways to co-operate 
with the Manitoba government in 
putting this policy into effect, it is 
believed that it provides the most 
feasible solution of an acute prob
lem under existing conditions. 
Moving this class of cattle to feed
ing grounds would in all prob
ability prove to be an unprofitable 
undertaking. On the other hand, 
to remove them outside the do
mestic market would probably re

sult in an improvement in the 
local market.”

Plans of a similar nature are 
proposed for Saskatchewan and 
Alberta and the operation would 
take in anywhere from 50,000 to
75,000 head of stock. I t  is sug
gested that the Dominion govern
ment could finance this slaughter 
of poor grade stock, the process
ing of the meat for various pur
poses and recover the amount 
spent by a processing tax of say

B a r  C y linder* and Concave 
Thresh inq  D ru m  is  M o s t  
Effective fo r Com b ine  W orlc

Lower Costs Mean More 
Profit—Use a Massey-Harris 
Reaper-Thresher This Year

Combine harvesting is the easiest, quickest, and 
cheapest method o f handling the grain crops. It 
gives a bigger margin for profit—Saves time and 
labor.
Put your harvesting operations on the most profit* 
able basis—buy a Reaper-Thresher this year at 
present attractive prices.
Capacity to handle various kinds and conditions o f  
crops is a feature o f  Massey-Harris Reaper-Threshers. 
They are easy to operate, give clean, thorough 
separation, and are strong and sturdy in construction.

Write the nearest Branch or Ask the Local Agent 
fo r Full Particulars

M A S S E Y - H A R R I S
COMPANY, LIMITED

ESTABLISHED 1847  

Toronto, Montreal, Moncton, Winnipeg, Brandon, Regina, 
Saskatoon, Swift Current, Yorkton, Calgary, Edmonton, Vancouver



THE CO-OP MOVEMENT 
AND MARKETING SCHEMES

A t an enquiry held in London 
on the 18th July into the bacon 
marketing scheme, objections 
were put forward on behalf of the 
co-operative movement by the 
Secretary of the Parliamentary 
Committee of the Co-operative 
Union, Mr. A. V. Alexander. Mr. 
Alexander pointed out that the 
limitations placed upon the pro
duction of bacon by curers from 
pigs which they had themselves

• reared and fed would apply most 
unfairly to the co-operative move
ment. The C.W.S. had been de
prived by the import quota of a 
portion of the output of its bacon 
factory in Denmark, and it claim
ed the right to develop its home 
production to such an extent as 
would compensate for its dimin
ished production abroad. The 
scheme was defended on the 
ground that the object was to pre
vent bacon curers from encroach
ing upon what was primarily the 
farmers’ sphere, the production of 
pigs. In his reply Mr. Alexander 
said that the co-operative move
ment had never opposed orderly 
marketing, but it objected to na
tional schemes solely under the 
control of the producers that 
could act to the detriment of con
sumers.

— I. C. A. Nevrs.

GERMANY TO SET 
UP NATIONAL 

GRAIN RESERVE
A national grain reserve to as

sure Germany’s 65,000,000 in
habitants food for the next five 
months, will be established, Dr. 
Moritz, of the German ministry 
of agriculture, told a meeting of 
Bavarian Farm  Co-operative on 
July 10.

The fixed price will be higher, 
added Moritz, and the government 
is considering ways and means 
to compel farmers to deliver their 
grain in stated quantities.

WHAT THE LOCALS ARE 
DOING

(From page 5) 
the drought area that “W e be
lieve that only through collective 
action and state aid in providing 
grass seed and stimulating the 
planting of trees, accompanied 
with suitable action respecting 
debts, can the situation be ade
quately met.” In response to this 
and similar urgent requests from 
other associations the Provincial

Board gave the matter sympath
etic consideration at their last 
meeting. They adopted a mem
orandum urging the government 
to make a study of the conditions 
in the drought area with the view 
to formulating a soil conservation 
and agricultural rehabilitation 
policy. This memorandum was 
presented recently to the premier 
on behalf of the Board of Direct
ors, and favorably received. This 
report of meetings shows a 
healthy local interest on the part 
of the membership, which is so 
fundamental to the growth of co
operation.

PROFITS OF ARGENTINA’S 
STATE GRAIN BOARD

During a recent debate in the 
Argentine Chamber of Deputies, 
Mr. Nicholas Repetto, a promin
ent co-operator, asked the Min
ister of Agriculture whether the 
profits made by the State Grain 
Board will be returned to the 
producers. The Minister of Ag
riculture replied that, up to the 
present, no return in money was 
contemplated, but that the sur
plus would be used for the con
struction of grain elevators and 
general improvement and dev
elopment of agricultural districts. 
The Board, which buys wheat, 
maize and linseed from the pro
ducers at fixed prices and sells 
them at the prices ruling on the 
world market, has already made 
considerable profits, and it is 
agreed on all sides that definite

TOTAL ASSETS 
IN EXCESS OF 

$700,000,000

BANK OF 
MONTREAL

Established i 8 i j

provision for the allotment of 
these profits should be made with
out loss of time. The question 
is, however, still under discus
sion.

— I.C.A. News.

CO-OP MARKETING BOARD 
(From page 8)

sorber’ and maintain domestic 
prices at more equitable levels, 
and wishes to express its approv
al of the announcement already 
made by the Dominion minister of 
agriculture, tha t the possibilities 
of establishing an Export Con
trol Board are being explored.” 

More recent activities in sup
port of regulated marketing, such 
as the work of the national com
mittee set up as the result of 
meetings of co-operators at Re
gina and Toronto last year, and 
which had the enthusiastic sup
port of provincial organizations, 
such as the Manitoba Co-operat
ive Conference, are fresh in the 
memories of those interested in 
the matter. They were, however, 
not the beginning but the cul
mination of a demand by the co
operatively organized farmers of 
Canada for legislation which 
would make possible the regula
tion of the marketing of agricul
tural produce to the end that de
structive competition might be 
prevented, that all markets might 
be supplied with their require
ments and that fair prices might 
prevail.

1
O'̂ C 116 years

—a stabilizing factor in 

Canadian business.

Head Office! Montreal



MILIAR, MACDONALD S C O .
C h a rte re d  A cco u n tan t! 

W innipeg

A u d ito rs  to :

M anitoba Pool E levato r*  
M anitoba P o u ltry  P ool 
C anad ian  P o u ltry  Pool 
M anitoba C o-opera tive  L ivestock  
C anad ian  L iv esto ck  C o-operative 
M anitoba C o-operative W holesa le 
C onsum ers’ OH C o-operative*.

T H R E SH IN G

TO BACCO
Say you m w I t  1b “T k e  C * -« p « n iU r"

B U R LEY , V IR G IN IA , ZIM M ER  A N D  H AV-
a n a  Tobacco*, S pound* sam ples, p ipe , f la v 
oring  an d  rec lp ss ; o r  S pound i ( I  sam ples 
le a f  an d  2 m a n u fa c tu re d ), 91.0* postpa id . 
R u th v en  C o-opera tive  Tobacco B xchang*, 
R u thven , O n tario .
A  701711-7011X1) PA C K A G E V IR G IN IA
a n d  B urley  L e a f  Tobacco ( (  d iffe re n t 
sam ples) w ith  pipe an d  f lav o rin g ; o r  five 
pounds |1 .00 postpa id . O len -S rle  Tobacco 
E x ch an g e , R u th v en , O ntario ._______________
GOOD L E A F  TOBACCO, —  10 L B S . f l .M , 
postpa id . Jos. H o rv a th , A m h ers tb u rg , O n t
PO ST PA ID  W IT H  FLA V O RING — FO U R 
pounds B u rley  an d  V irg in ia , $1.00. Seven 
pounds V irg in ia  L ea f  C ig a re tte  Tobacco, 
13.00. F iftee n  pounds B urley , $S.iO. N a t
u ra l L eaf Tobacco Co.. L eam ing ton . O ntario . 
N A TU R AL L E A F  TOBACCO. B R IG H T  
B u rle y ; 5 pounds $1.00; 14 pounds. II H . 
Sm okes sw eet an d  m ild . 4 pounds V irg in ia  
L ea f C ig are tte  Tobacco. $1.25. P o stp a id  
w ith  recipes. G. W . Je ffe ry , L eam ing ton . 
O nt.__________ _

M A C H IN E R Y
'  g a y  you saw  i t  in  “T h e  C*-*p#i»ter**

AUTO AND TRA C TO R  PA R T 8— U SE D  AND
new— G enera to rs fo r c h a rg in g  b a tte r ie s , a t  
low est prices. E ngines, Springs, G ears, Axles, 
R ad ia to rs . W heels, Tops, W in d sh ie ld s  and 
Glass. L arg e  stock  of p a r ts  fo r a ll m akes 
of cars. E v e ry th in g  g u aran teed . W innipeg  
Auto W reck in g  Co., *61 F o r t  St., W innipeg.

USED AND N E W  AUTO P A R T S AND 
T R A C TO R  R E P A IR S

S ta tio n a ry  E ng ines. * E le c tr ic  M otors. 
G enerators. *2-Volt L ig h tin g  P lan ts . 
G rain  C rushers, B e lts , P u lleys—a n d  all 
k in d s of M achinery .

CITT AU TO  W m iCKXNO COM PANY
783 M ain S t. W inn ipeg , M an.

R EB A B B IT IN C
Say yon s a w  i t  in  “T h e  Co-operator**

M ANITOBA B E A R IN G  W ORKS. CRANK- 
s h a f t  g rind ing . R e-b ab b lttln g . P ro m p t se r
vice. H igh  c lass  w ork . 1«9 W a te r  St., W in
nipeg.__________  —— = =

M ISC E LLA N E O U S  „
S ay  you  sa w  I t  Ip  “ T h e

“ E L IJA H  COMING B E F O R E  C H R IST .”
W onderfu l B ook s e n t F ree. G. S. M egiddo 
Mission. R ochester, New York._____________

WOULD L IK E  TO G ET 15 TO 20 DAYS
thresh ing : in  good d is tric t. H av e  Jo h n  
D eere 28-inch  ou tfit. W ould  ta k e  feed 
g ra in  a s  p a r t  paym en t. Ja s . C. D ay, D and, 
Man.

M U SIC AL
PIA N O  ACCORDION F O R  S A L E —N ELSO N
M allas, B ig g ar, Sask._____________________

CO-OP LIVE STO CK  
MARKETING
(From page 11) 

provincial Associations have not 
agreed on a “scheme,” but there 
is reason to believe tha t further 
negotiations may result in a plan 
which will meet with the approv
al of both boards.

I t  is generally accepted that 
when these plans have been furth
er developed, there should be an 
effort made to consult with all 
our members and patrons. In the 
meantime we would earnestly 
urge our people to reserve judg
ment on the whole matter. Ad
verse criticism, based on faulty 
information, can do much to re
tard any real progress later on.

W e are confident of this : If
the farmers of Manitoba are giv
en a proper chance to exercise 
their unbiased judgment on any 
proposal for marketing livestock 
under the new Marketing Act, 
they can be depended on to sup
port a sane and progressive pro
gram of livestock marketing.

HO USEHO LD
S ay  y o u  saw  i t  in  “ I k *  C o -o p era te r '*

GOOSE AND DUCK F E A T H E R S  BOUGHT.
S ubm it sam ples before ask in g  fo r quo ta tions. 
Globe B edd ing  Co., L td ., W innipeg. 
C ilE K R Y  CIDEK, $1.00, SPEC IA L B A R -
g ain— F o r 1 lb. of our P u re  C herry  C ider 
E x tra c t  (C rystallized  F ru it ) .  M ade from  
ripe  ch e rrie s  an d  pure g ran u la ted  sugar. A 
safe, h e a lth fu l d rin k  for young or old. 
Sim ply dissolve the  1 lb. o f C herry  C ider 
E x tra c t  in  7 gallons of cold w ater. N o th 
ing  el3e needed. D issolve in  th ree  m inu tes 
or less. R eady  to s ta r t  u sing  im m ediate ly . 
Or you m ay m ix  the  C herry  Cider E x tra c t  
by the  ga llo n  or ju g  as  required . C herry  
C ider E x tra c t  keeps fo r m onths. M all 
ord,ers p ro m p tly  sen t postpa id  anyw here  in 
C anada. R em it by  m oney o rder o r re g is t
ered le tte r. C anad ian  F ru i t  E x trac ts , 195 
V icto ria  St., Toronto, Ont.
SUR E, C H E A P AND E F F E C T IV E — B E D -
bug m ethods. 25 cents. Mrs. Alf. L arson , 
Irm a , A lta .

H O -M A T M
H elp s  w a n d s r fu l ly  t w i s t  
oold W M ttksr. B a t  t a r  ii*** 
N t i i r  *v«a w h a a  *h!IU d . 
M ore k r t s i  b a t te r  b r**d . 
P  a  •  k  •  t  n t M i i t  1M  
lo a v s a  H e .

C. f t  J .  J O N H  L T B /l
W TN N IPB «

G ARDEN
S ay you saw  i t  in  “ T he Co-operator**

TO F L O W E R  LOVERS—PLA N T  NOW  F O R
nex t sp rin g s display . 3 lovely nam ed  poan- 
ies, o r 4 un-nam ed, 91.00; 6 d iffe ren t irises, 
50c., 12 sp lendid  m ixed tu lips, 50c. Collec
tion, 1 peony, 5 iris  an d  6 tu lips, 75c. Double 
q u an tity , 91.25, post paid. A good perun- • 
n ia l flow er roo t g ra tis  w ith  each  order. 
Jo h n  H iscock, B aldu r, Man.

BELT IN G
S a y  y o n  sa w  I t  Ik  “T h e  C * -« v « rs t* r"

W r i t e  f o r  s p e c i a l  b a r g a i n  l i s t
• n  s lig h tly  used ru b b er belting . Tb* 
P re m ie r  B e ltin g  Co., 800 M ain St., W innipeg.

.T e l l  You r Neighbors.
To sell or buy horses, poultry,’ cordwood, feed, cattle, hogs,. honey, 
farms, machinery, etc. . . . advertise in your own paper, “The Mani
toba Co-operator.” 26,000 Manitoba farm families read it.

U se t h i s  C la s s i f ie d  Ad F o rm

L IV EST O C K
Say yon saw  It In “ T he C o-operaor”

F O R  SALE__ P U R E  B R E D  .JERSEY  B U LL
— Two y e a rs  old. C heap. A. A rm strong ,

B oissevain, Man.________________ ___________
P O L IC E  DOG— A R E A L  N IC E  ONE—  
F ive m o n th s  old. 97-00 f.o.b. C arey. A.
L. Isaac , H och s ta d t, Man._______ ___________
D U A L -PU R PO SE  SHO R TH O R N  B U L L  
C alf "B aro n ’s P rid e .’’ 10 m o n th s ; d a rk  
roan ; low -set. G ran d slres: “B enm ore B a r 
on” (now h erd  s ire  a t  B randon  E xperim pn- 
ta l F a rm ) an d  "Q u a rte r  O ak.”  R .O .P . m ilk  
records held  by d am  and  S gran d -d am s. 
P rice  930.00. Also one reg is te red  an d  Fed
era l good g rad e  cows and  heifers . F eea  
shortage . Thos. H. W ilson, R. R . »
D eloralne, M an.

3c per word 
per insertion 6 insertions v»

for the price of Q

Count name and address as part of ad. Count figures, initials, 
abbreviations, etc.,—groups of five or less as one word.

To “The Manitoba Co-operator,” Winnipeg, Can.

Publish' this ad ..................... times. Name.................................

for which I enclose $ .......................Address.............................



THE CANADIAN PIG
The outstanding performance in 

the market during 1933, says the 
14th Annual Review of the Live 
Stock Market and Meat Trade, is
sued by the Dominion Depart
ment of Agriculture, was given by 
pigs, which, same for one odd 
lapse, showed an unusually strong 
price position under the influence 
of a rising British market. Early 
in 1934, prices for hogs reached a 
point higher than at any previous 
time since 1931. W ith regard 
to Canada, the further success of 
the United Kingdom’s ambitious 
program in promoting domes
tic pigs and bacon industries 
is of first importance to Can
ada. The Dominion is making 
very definite progress in pigs, and 
pig products improvement, and 
expects to sell an increasing quan
tity of bacon and hams to the Un
ited Kingdom, and on improved 
selection. British price levels, 
and the exchange level, are most 
important factors.

CANADIAN STANDARDS
The voluntary use of Canadian 

government standards as a basis 
for trading in dressed poultry 
from producer to consumer has 
had the most happy effect of ad
vancing this trade from success 
to success, not only in the stand
ardization and improvement in 
marketing bu t also in the acquisi
tion by the producers of thous
ands of extra dollars annually. 
And the good work still goes on. 
Every year more than 400 cars of 
dressed poultry are inspected in 
the Dominion, from Vancouver in 
the west to Halifax in the east, 
and from The Peace River in the 
north to the international bound
ary in the south. If further evi
dence were required of the ad
vancement of the Canadian dress
ed poultry trade, it will be found 
in the opening of the new market 
for Canadian turkeys in Great 
Britain, whence over 2,000,000 
pounds have been shipped during 
the past two years. Grade A Can
adian turkeys were the finest 
quality landed in ,commercial 
quantities on that most important 
world market, and it is now up to 
Canadian producers to safeguard 
the dominance of their produce by 
close observance of the standards 
of Canada.

DRIVE TODAY
on Goodyear’s NEW
PATHFINDER
th e  TIRE
v a l u e  
SURPRISE
OF 1934

your nearby 
dealer has it!

♦ When you buy Pathfinders you get 
prompt, skilful Goodyear service..  • 

right m  your neighborhood. You get tire 
value that is unbeatable. Pathfinder 
i.ires have the famous centre-traction 
tread. . .  right where the tire meets the 
road. They have Supertwist Cord co n -  
struction to withstand bumping, bruis- 

T*a ,Lr£ cfor ing travf 1 over A N Y  roads. They have
. YoT/gMv*’ * 1 °  T d break^-strips; heavy shock-
Dealer can fit the °  *° e1rs sometimes called “extra plies
right tire to your under the tread.” Pathfinders are made
truck °r tractor. regular” and 44heavy duty” In sizes 
aee him today! for all cars.
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